
 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, May 7, 2017  
Jesus said: “Amen, amen I say to you, whoever does not enter a sheepfold through the 
gate but climbs over elsewhere is a thief and a robber.  But whoever enters through the 
gate is a shepherd of the sheep.  The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear 
his voice, as the shepherd calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 
When he has driven out all his own, he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, 
because they recognize his voice.  But they will not follow a stranger; they will run away 
from him, because they do not recognize the voice of strangers.” 
Although Jesus used this figure of speech, the Pharisees did not realize what he was 
trying to tell them. 
So Jesus said again, “Amen, amen I say to you. I am the gate for the sheep.  All who 
came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them.  
I am the gate.  Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will come in and go out 
and find pasture.  A thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; I came so that 
they might have life and have it more abundantly.” 
 
 
.   
Questions to Ponder: 
In this Gospel Jesus uses the shepherd to teach his lesson.  In ancient times the shepherd 
stayed with his sheep night and day.  Often he made a flimsy fence to surround his sheep 
and protect them from any harm.  The shepherd would sleep at the opening blocking any 
intruders, human or animal. In some cases the shepherd would even lose his life to robbers 
or predators. As the good shepherd Jesus sacrificed his life for us – his sheep. 
 

1. Whose voice is instantly recognizable to you?  
2. Growing up who taught you about Jesus? Can you share one memory of a time 

when you learned something about Jesus that made an impact on you? 
3. What does an abundant life mean to you? Does an abundant life mean only worldly 

abundance to you?    

End with the “Glory Be” “Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as it 
was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


